
The Investment Gap: Older Americans Act Funding Falling Behind

America’s Growing 60+ Population
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Over 60 Population OAA Appropriations (Adjusted to 2025 dollars)
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Percent Change in Over 60 Population vs. Inflation-Adjusted Federal OAA Appropriations, FY 2015 to 2025

Annual appropriations are not keeping pace with population growth and inflation

State units on aging rely on federal grant funding to administer essential services for adults over 60 and their

caregivers. However, funding for Older Americans Act programs have not kept pace with inflation and population

growth1,2,3. While the older adult population continues to grow steadily in the United States, inflation-adjusted federal

funding has stagnated or declined. 
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Average Congregate Meals Home Delivered Meals Homemaker Personal Care Transportation

Cost per Unit of Service, 2015 to 2024

Average actual cost per

unit of service has

increased 

from $8.57 to $11.47

The actual cost of providing services is increasing, according to state-reported data on service delivery4. The cost of

home-delivered meals increased from $6.09 to $8.09 between 2015 and 2024. During that same time period, there was

a 68% increase in expenditure on home-delivered meals, however only 26% more meals were provided, due to the rising

cost of service.
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Interested in a version tailored to your state? Contact joy@monami.io


