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Let’s ta lk a bou t :
O ld e r careg ive rs o f child ren and  how we  can se rve  
them

Why and  how we  should  co llab orate  to  b e tte r 
se rve  this p op ulation

The  Kinship  Navig ator Ne twork as a p artne r to  
exp and  sup p orts and  se rvice s

GRANDPass, an examp le  o f creative  co llab oration

How you can co llab orate  at your own org anizations 
to  se rve  o ld e r careg ive rs o f child ren



Focu s Popu la t ion

Care g ive rs o f 
o ld e r ad ults 60+

Care g ive rs o f 
ad ults any ag e  
with d e me ntia

Care g ive rs ag e  
55+ of ad ults 

with d isab ilitie s 
ag e  18-59

*Care g ive rs 
ag e  5 5 + o f 

ch ild re n  und e r 
the  ag e  o f 1 8

*Other  Elig ibility  Cr iter ia
• Doe s no t includ e  b io log ical p are nts, and  b io  p are nts cannot live  in the  same  home

• Includ e s g rand p are nts raising  g rand child re n or “g rand familie s”

• Includ e s care g ive rs re late d  b y b lood , marriag e  or le g al ag re e me nt (ad op tion)

• Care g ive rs and  child re n must live  in the  same  home



Wha t a bou t  kin sh ip  
ca r eg iver s?

• The  te rm kinship  re fe rs to  
g rand p arents and  o the r re lative s, 
neighbors and friends who  care  fo r 
child ren when the ir p arents can no t. 

• Sometimes these  familie s are  
licensed  throug h the  child  we lfare  
o r foste r care  system. O the r times, 
they have  step p ed  into  the  ro le  on a 
more  temp orary o r informal b asis.

• Common reasons includ e  p arental 
sub stance  ab use , d eath, 
incarce ration, mental illne ss, seve re  
d isab ility, p ove rty o r d ep loyment.



Sta te w id e

3 3 ,0 0 0  child re n are  b e ing  
raise d  b y a re lative  o r kinship  
care g ive r without a p are nt in 
the  home .

2 9 ,4 5 2  g rand p are nts are  
raising  g rand child re n.

Source : Grand familie s & Kinship  Sup p ort Ne twork 
Fact She e t

Source : Grand familie s.org , Missouri Fact She e t 
2023



Un iqu e Needs & 
Cha llen ges

Financial assistance

Le g al ad vice  or assistance

Te chnolog y acce ss or training

Housing  he lp

Practical re source s-furniture , food , clo the s

Emotional and  social sup p ort

Healthcare  

Re sp ite



H ow  ca n  
w e help?

Qu a lity  p r ogr a m m in g 
is ba sed  on  gr a t itu de.

 Thank you! 



Why colla bor a te?

• Meet caregivers where they’re at.
• Expand or extend services to reach more people.
• Save $$ through cost or supplies sharing.
• Tap complimentary skill sets.
• Incorporate culturally relevant models of care.
• Explore new service models.
• Improve efficiency.
• Strengthen value proposition to community stakeholders.

Source : Kinship  & Grand family Sup p ort Ne twork

+



Services & 
sup p ort fo r 
careg ive rs 
ag e  55+ 
of child ren 
und e r the  
ag e  o f 18

Are a  
Ag e ncie s 
o n  Ag ing

Kinsh ip  
Navig a to r 
Ne tw o rks



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kLQMYPT5FCU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kLQMYPT5FCU


A fre e  w e e k o f cam p  fo r 
the  ch ild re n  o f o ld e r 
ca re g ive rs

Caregivers choose from a list of ap p roved YMCA Day 
Camps throughout the region, and the base fees are 
waived for children ages 5-12.

GRANDPass g ive s o ld e r ca re g ive rs:
• Ne e d e d  re lie f from care g iving  tasks and  e xp e nse s
• Pe ace  of mind  knowing  that the ir child re n are  b e ing  

care d  fo r in a safe  and  structure d  e nvironme nt

GRANDPass g ive s ch ild re n :
• Fre e d om to  le arn and  g row
• Acce ss to  the  outd oors
• Exp osure  to  ne w activitie s and  e xp e rie nce s
• O p p ortunitie s fo r socialization



Fir st  Yea r  Fa cts
Total ap p lications: 37 (60 child ren)

Ap p roved ap p lications: 18 (24 child ren)

Incomp lete/ineligible ap p lications: 19

Biggest reasons for denial: Ag e  of child re n (10)

Cost: $150-175/week



GRANDPass Care g ive r: Ste ve  (Ag e  7 0 )
Se an  and  Dillo n  (Ag e  9 ) 

“We ju st  feel like it ’s n o m a n ’s 
la n d  beca u se w e ca n ’t  r ela te to 
the you n ger  pa r en ts, bu t  w e’r e 

n ot  on  the sa m e pa ge a s the older  
folks either .”



“To be a ble to ha ve a  fr ee w eek of 
ca m p  is a  blessin g . It ’s a  g ift .”
GRANDPass Care g ive r: Sand ra  (Ag e  7 0 )

“I liked  th a t  it  was 
in clu sive.”

“My favor ite par t  was 
m akin g n ew fr ien ds.”

Ro m an (Ag e  1 1 )

Chase  (Ag e  1 1 )



Pr ogr a m  Str en g ths 

Grand p arent 
Gratitud e

Coop e rative  
Camp

Reg ional 
Reach

Successfully 
Se rved           
at-risk youth



Obsta cles & Oppor tu n it ies

Care g ive r Elig ib ility

Le g al Te rms & Ag re e me nt

Ag e  of Child re n

Limite d  Camp  Partne rs



Wha t’s Next?

• Increase  numb e r and  varie ty of 
camp s.

• Ensure  cove rag e  in rural areas and  
for sp e cial p op ulations.

• O ffe r an ove rnig ht op tion.

• Provid e  re sp ite  d uring  winte r and  
sp ring  b reaks.

• Exp and  to  includ e  tutoring  or afte r 
school-care  p rog ramming .

Grand Pass>>



Tips for  Ta pp in g  in

Brainstorm 
locations 

whe re  kid s & 
care g ive rs 

g athe r.

1
Think ab out 

p e rsonal 
conne ctions.

2
Id e ntify the  ke y 
contact p e rson.

3
Focus on the  

“mission 
crossove r.”

4

So urce : And re w  Russo , 
Nat io na l Fam ily Sup p o rt  

Ne tw o rk



Br a in stor m in g   
& Qu est ion s
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